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The Potential and Pitfalls
of AI in Schools

Midjourney: “POV a 
young girl and a robot 
staring at the horizon at 
night”
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Open the chatbot Perplexity on your device: 
perplexity.ai

If you haven’t yet, I recommend you create a free account so your 
interactions aren’t limited.



© Eric Hudson Consulting erichudson.co

Safety and Compliance

● Check age limits in Terms of Use 
○ ChatGPT: 13 and up (13-18 requires parental permission)
○ Claude: 18 and up
○ Gemini: 18 and up
○ Poe: 13 and up
○ Copilot (Bing): 13 and up
○ Perplexity: 13 and up

● Do not input personal identity information (address, names, account 
numbers/logins, personal photos, etc.)

● Only input data you are comfortable being used to train AI 
● Do not use AI for health, relationship, or other kinds of personal advice
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Go to “Settings,” turn off data sharing
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What’s a place you’ve never been to that 
you’ve always wanted to visit?

Using Perplexity, try this prompt: 

“Write me a week-long itinerary to [your chosen 
place]. My requirements are [number of people, 
age, activity/ability, budget, etc.]. My favorite 
things about travel are [your favorite things about 
travel].”



© Eric Hudson Consulting erichudson.co

Follow up
Option 1: 

Conversational 
Prompting

Option 2: 
AI Literacy Check

Option 3:
Be Playful

Give Perplexity feedback on 
its initial itinerary. 

Ask it revise, redo, 
reimagine, etc.

Ask Perplexity for a similar 
itinerary for a place you know 
well (like here). Compare the 

quality of the output.

OR

Copy the exact same prompt 
into Gemini. Compare 

answers.  

Have Perplexity rewrite the 
itinerary as a grumpy, 

uncooperative travel agent. 

OR

Have it write the “least fun 
possible” itinerary for the 

same place. 
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Outcomes

Curious about its 
potential 
benefits.

Critical of its 
technical and 
ethical flaws.

Skilled enough to 
use it and talk 

about it accurately.

Critical AI 
Literacy
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The Potential and 
Pitfalls of AI in 
School

1. The Generative AI Landscape
2. Approaching AI at School: 

Augmentation over Automation
3. Building AI Literacy
4. Q&A
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Generative AI: 
The Current Landscape
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“Generative AI is an ‘arrival’ technology.”
-Eric Klopfer, Justin Reich, Hal Abelson, and Cynthia Breazeal 

“Generative AI and K-12 Education: An MIT Perspective”

https://mit-genai.pubpub.org/pub/4k9msp17/release/1?readingCollection=0e231e9c
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Artificial intelligence is already everywhere
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“AI” for Our Session = 
Generative Artificial Intelligence

Source: The Guardian

● Large language models (LLMs) 
use data scraped from internet to 
create text, images, and video. 

● Prediction-based: think a very 
sophisticated version of 
auto-complete.

● Core Models: GPT (OpenAI), 
Gemini (Google), Claude 
(Anthropic), Llama (Meta) 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/ng-interactive/2023/nov/01/how-ai-chatbots-like-chatgpt-or-bard-work-visual-explainer
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Phase 1: Chatbots (not just ChatGPT!)
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Chatbots for Chatting, Writing, and Reading
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Phase 2: Multimodality
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New York Times technology columnist Kevin Roose wrote 
recently that educators should “assume that 100 percent of 
their students are using ChatGPT and other generative AI 
tools on every assignment, in every subject, unless they’re 
being physically supervised inside a school building.” Given 
this reality, how might we as educators engage with and learn 
from students when it comes to AI? Rather than ban AI, how 
might we collaborate with students to understand both its 
power and its pitfalls? This virtual intensive will introduce 
some guiding principles, talking points, and sample activities 
we can do with students to begin a conversation with them 
about how we might use AI for learning, not instead of it.

《纽约时报》科技专栏作家 Kevin Roose 最近写道，教育工作

者应该“假设 100% 的学生在每个科目的每项作业中都使用 
ChatGPT 和其他生成式 AI 工具，除非他们在教学楼内受到

实际监督。”鉴于这一现实，当谈到人工智能时，我们作为教育

工作者如何与学生互动并向他们学习？我们不应该禁止人工

智能，而是如何与学生合作来了解它的力量和陷阱？这个虚

拟强化课程将介绍一些指导原则、谈话要点以及我们可以与

学生一起进行的示例活动，以便与他们开始对话，讨论我们如

何使用人工智能进行学习，而不是取代它。

Phase 2: Multimodality

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1AEnHbx4rouAMU4ELReGJy1tyDE6I_WKr/preview
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Phase 3: Customizable Bots
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Phase 4: Integration
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Phase 5: Agents

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH2f7cjXjKI&t=25
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Can AI Make the World a Better Place?
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Can AI Make the World a Better Place?
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Can AI Make the World a Better Place?
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Worries | AI will do more harm than good
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Worries | Companion Bots
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Worries | Overreliance/Cognitive Offloading
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Using AI at School:
Augmentation over Automation

Assistance over Cheating
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Erik Brynjolfsson, “The Turing Trap”

Augmentation over Automation

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/48662041.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A0d72199c838a59794f31df4d542c864b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
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“When we were having a discussion in my 
department, I said, try not to use the word 
‘cheating.’ Because the teacher was like, 
well, they’re going to have all these ways to 
cheat. And I said, maybe replace the word 
‘cheating’ with ‘assistance.’”

-Cherie Shields, English Teacher, Oregon, USA, 
“ChatGPT Transforms a Classroom”

Cheating

Assistance

Assistance over Cheating

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/13/podcasts/hard-fork-chatgpt-teachers-gen-z-cameras-m3gan.html?unlocked_article_code=0q198fo1Ka-eEwMLCX_CSXDWRUJAkCAzkouT_IFejdd1CBadrhYFJNfI7VBt_mSZ8RuyBGfMCcQqSM8XlLfUGWcs5xUqAG5FB1WWzF58WpQhE8ziBsuAB18zqWemcJqEAOcZsck_-IKLjaKlYjUfavfpHD2grPYOT1apMqdweodc83cCcz595uRes-giTuJizUTQUl6F9xOzgf14Anh-72P-abJHrcmApl1SJ8FDhKvI0hxAHURhSeCR05XPkbqvo_2RXqE6usTuk-S2H08dEql0bWrZdz59O4gbIXyH8YxqFceoZukGZ5XEWT_lzRfdmGV-i3v89piTE1vdtvsuepvl9GATl7tH1CSJIKcl8hdLSyOmcno_bZU&smid=share-url
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‘Iolani School (HI)

● Second graders now have grade-level 
texts on hard-to-source subjects, (e.g. 
Okinawan culture). 

● In AP Chinese, the use of AI-generated 
materials eliminated textbook costs. 

● A faculty-student developed local LLM 
(Large Language Model) has been used to 
analyze data in advanced research classes. 

Source: “An Uncertain Future: An AI Resource Guide for 
Independent School Trustees” by ATLIS 

Augmentation at School
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Ensworth School (TN)

Augmentation at School
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Landmark School (MA)

“Administrators and teachers at Landmark are 
exploring, experimenting and debating the role 
of AI in building, not bypassing, the 
fundamental skills of literacy. Preliminary 
conclusions show AI has profound 
opportunities for individualizing instruction 
for students with high intellectual capacity and 
relatively low decoding skills.”

Source: “An Uncertain Future: An AI Resource Guide for 
Independent School Trustees” by ATLIS 

Augmentation at School
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Teaching Tools: MagicSchool, Brisk
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Multimodal: Eleven, Gamma, Napkin, Yoodli
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Building
AI Literacy
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Safety and Compliance

● Check age limits in Terms of Use 
○ ChatGPT: 13 and up (13-18 requires parental permission)
○ Claude: 18 and up
○ Gemini: 18 and up
○ Poe: 13 and up
○ Copilot (Bing): 13 and up
○ Perplexity: 13 and up

● Do not input personal identity information (address, names, account 
numbers/logins, personal photos, etc.)

● Only input data you are comfortable being used to train AI 
● Do not use AI for health, relationship, or other kinds of personal advice
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Considerations for Younger Students (<13)

The A-Z of AI

● Prioritize AI “readiness” 
● Focus on AI’s impact on 

tools students already might 
use: YouTube Kids, 
code.org, Roblox

● Educate families and engage 
them as resources

● Consider using AI in 
presence of students (image 
generation, writing 
stories/poems, refining 
prompts, etc.)

https://atozofai.withgoogle.com/intl/en-US/
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Critical AI Literacy | Prior Knowledge
● Is AI accurate in its answer? How do you 

know? If you don’t know, what do you need to 
do to find out?

● Where did AI get this information? How did 
it compose this response?

● What grade would you give AI for this 
output? What follow-up questions or 
feedback should we give it to make it better?

● How could you do better than AI on this 
assignment? 

● If AI can do a pretty good job on this 
assignment with just a prompt or two, what’s 
the point of this assignment?
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Does it look like a 
human made this?

Is this accurate?

Where did AI get this 
information?

Is this art?
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Critical AI Literacy | AI Weaknesses
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Upper Canada College (Ontario)
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MIT Teaching Systems Lab 
Teacher Survey

● Listen closely to students. 
● Play! Embrace the weird. 
● Teach students to use it for parts, not 

wholes. 
● Engage students with the bigger issues. 
● Gift students with offline spaces. 
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Enter this url into your 
browser:

tinyurl.com/2501Prompt

1. Skim the menu of 
activities. 

2. Find one or two that 
you want to try.* 

3. Try the prompts in a 
chatbot or other tools. 

*Adjust as needed to create something 
useful for you!
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Thank you!

Email: eric@erichudson.co

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/ejhudson

Blog: erichudson.substack.com


